FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES.                 131
tion (vol. ix., 1894, No. 4), and argued strongly in favour of Petty. Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice in his "Life of Sir William Petty," 1895, writes: "Whatever the explanation may be, a reasonable view probably is that it was a true instance of joint authorship."
Mr. Charles Henry Hull has contributed to the " Political Science Quarterly," Boston [U.S.], 1896 (vol. xi., No. i), a very full and clear statement of the case under the title of "Graunt or Petty? The Authorship of the 'Observations upon the Bills of Mortality,' " in which he sums up very ably in favour of the claims of the reputed author. Mr. Hull has kindly sent me a copy of his paper, and I will here set down in short the chief points of his case. The direct testimony to Petty's authorship is given by four writers, viz., John Evelyn, John Aubrey, Edmund Halley, and Bishop Burnet. Of these Evelyn's testimony carries the greatest weight; Aubrey in one place calls Graunt the author, and in another he places the book among Petty's writings; Halley was not elected a Fellow of the Royal Society until 1678, four years after Graunt's death; Bur-net's opinion is of no value whatever, for he maliciously charges Graunt, as a member of the New River Company, with having stopped the pipes at Islington the night before the Fire of London, September 2nd, 1666. On the publication of the "History of his own Times," Bevil Higgons thoroughly disproved this charge.
The direct testimony in favour of Graunt comes from five sources: i. Four editions of the "Observations" published during his lifetime, and one published by Petty after Graunt's death, all bear on their title-pages Graunt7 s name as author. 2. Petty continually cites the "Observations," sometimes without mentioning the author, but more often as Graunt's. In 1681 in a letter to Sir Robert Southwell, Petty twice speaks of "Graunt's," and once of "our friend of Graunt's" book. 3. The minutes of the Royal Society are consistent in attributing the book to Graunt. 4. John Bell, author of "London's Remembrancer," and Clerk of the Company of Parish Clerks, who knew the author of the "Observations" as having used the records of the Company in the preparation of his book, asserts Graunt to be the author. 5. Sir Peter Pett, in his vindication of the45.
